
 1 

OLD CONWAYS & THE BOER WAR v20 
 
The Conway Chapel at Birkenhead Priory contains the Memorial Boards and Honour Boards for 
WWI and WWII.  It has been known for some time that OCs participated in the Boer War and that at 
least one lost his life. Members of the Old South African branch of the Conway Club agreed that the 
South African Conway Centenary Shield presented by them in 1959 should be re-purposed as the 
Boer War Memorial Shield. This summary of OCs who lost their lives in, or who participated in that 
war acts as a form of Boer War Honours Board as it was not possible authoritatively to list all those 
honoured in that war with either gallantry or service medals. 
 
The photo below right shows Guy Brooke-Smith (44-46) presenting the shield to Captain Hewitt on 
Sports Day 1959. The photo below right shows him presenting it as the Boer War Memorial to the 
Chapel in June 2017. 
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1 OCS WHO DIED ON SERVICE 

 
Edmund Evan K. Davies (1897-99)  
Died on Service in the Boer War on 4th May 
1900. 
 
“Lost overboard” from Elder Dempster & 
Co’s liner SS Montrose on his first voyage at 
the age of 16 years and 9 months.”  
 
The ship was carrying troops to the Boer War 
from Liverpool to Cape Town. No other 
details have been discovered.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Arthur Mesham (1891-93) 
Member 47th Co., 13th Bn Imperial Yeomanry (IY), the Duke of Cambridge’s Own along with OC 
“SW”. Pte Mesham should not be confused with Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur Mesham, IY, the 
Denbighshire Hussars.  
-  21st – 26th May 1900 part of force of 480 men including OC 

“SW” see below who entrained at Bloemfontein for 
Kroonstad for  route march to Lindley to join General 
Colville. 

-  27th - 31st May 1900 arrived at the town of Lindley, SA to 
find it occupied by Boers. Retreating to a hilltop to await 
relief they were involved in heavy fighting over three days. 
Facing growing losses, overwhelming numbers of Boers 
and no sign of relief he was one of the remaining 400 men 
which surrendered to the Boers. He became a prisoner of 
war (PoW) and was marched into captivity, a long trek to 
Pretoria.  

He was held at the Staats Model School PoW Camp or the 
Birdcage at Daspoort. He was released early in June when 
Pretoria was liberated but died of typhoid there on 19th July 
1900. He was buried at Airlie Farm Cemetery, Mpumalanga, 
Waterval Boven, Elandshoek 339 with six other soldiers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mesham's Grave 
 

SS Montrose 
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James Menzies (1896-98) 
- 19th Nov 1899 the crew of HMS Doris, including Midshipman James Menzies RN was landed with 

a number of mounted guns to join the Naval Brigade in Lord Methuen’s column in an attempt to 
relieve the besieged town of Kimberley. En route, at De Aar they met up with the South African 
Light Horse, see Jobling, although it unlikely they would have met. 

- 22nd - 23rd Nov 1899 at the battle of Belmont the Brigade successfully overcame Boers blocking 
the route forward.  

- 25th Nov 1899 now fighting as infantry the Brigade fought the battle of Graspen/Enslin where, 
approaching over open level ground, they came under “murderous cross-fire” from the well 
entrenched Boers. The Brigade eventually prevailed after fierce hand to hand fighting, The Times 
correspondence reporting “the hill-top was almost dripping with blood, not a boulder escaped its 
splash of crimson”. 

- 27th Nov 1899 at Klokfontein using a naval searchlight (from 
Terrible) mounted on an armoured train, projecting its heavy 
beam into the sky towards Kimberley, he sent the signal 
“MD MD MD” to let the besieged know that relief was on 
hand - their first contact with the outside world since the start 
of the siege. Kimberley acknowledged with the signal “KB 
KB KB”.  

- 28th - 29th Nov 1899 participated in heavy fighting on the 
Modder River where their advance was stalled. 

- 15th Feb 1900 Kimberley was eventually relieved on after 
which Doris’s crew returned to the ship. The CinC said it was 
"one of the hardest and most trying fights in the annals of 
the British army" 

- Feb 1900 was landed again under Cdr Grant in charge of one of two 4.7 guns (Grant’s Guns), 
Lang GH was in charge of the other gun, and proceeded to the front. “The sailors were 
tremendous campaigners, capable of prodigious feats of endurance (they) marched over 1,000 
miles including a 17 day chase of de Witt in which they covered 250 miles in 15 days, an 
average of 16.7 miles per day. They made two forced marches of 37 miles, one completed in 13 
hours the other in 25. They were in action 25 times including the battle of Paardeberg, which 
lasted eight days, and the capture of Gen., Cronje (see Benwell), and the capture of 
Bloemfontein.” He and many others suffered very severely from enteric fever.  

- 18th May 1900 died of enteric fever, aged 17 at Bloemfontein. Cdr Grant, in his despatch of  
October 30th 1900, reported Menzies’s death with deep regret, as he was "a young officer of great 
promise". It is believed that he was the youngest officer who lost his life in the war. 

The actual searchlight used by Menzies 
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2 OCS WHO SERVED IN THE ARMED SERVICES 
All those named below should have been awarded the Queen's South Africa Medal (QSAM) with 
clasps for major campaigns or battles as appropriate. 

John Carnegy de Balinhard (1888-90)  

In an article in The Cadet of August 1939 he said he had served in “the South African War” without 
explaining how or where. Previously he had served in the Bengal Pilot Service. Later he served in 
WWI in the Canadian Expeditionary Force before returning to his native Canada. In 1898 he 
participated in the Klondike Gold Rush crossing the Chilkoot pass on foot from Dawson. 

Robert William Bankes (1897-99) 
The editorial of The Cadet for February 1900 reported that he had “joined the Yeomanry” to serve in 
the war. 

Ernest George Benwell (1892-95) 
- 4th Jan 1900 volunteered in London and joined the 1st Middlesex (Victoria and St. George's) 

Volunteer Rifle Corps in Davies St, Berkeley Sq. 
- 12th Jan 1900 marched in column to collect kit from the Guildhall (where he literally received the 

Queen’s Shilling), on to the Tower to be issued with his rifle and finally to St Paul’s for a farewell 
service. 

- 13th Jan 1900 marched from barracks through large supportive crowds to Nine Elms station where 
rthey entrained for Southampton. They boarded SS Briton and sailed for SA. 

- 29th Jan 1900 disembarked Cape Town and camped at Green Point. 
- 15th Feb 1900 part of Roberts’s column that engaged the Boers at Jacobsdall. 
- Date not known promoted Lance Corporal, City Imperial Volunteers (CIV) Mounted Infantry. 
- 18th Feb 1900 fought at battle of Paardeburg, 

known as Bloody Sunday, (see Lang G) and 
involved in capture of Gen., Cronje. Handed 
Cronje over at Modder River Camp. 

- 7th Mar 1900 - fought at Ostfontein and 
Poplar Grove then to Bloemfontein. 

- Trekked through Kroonstad (suffering from 
dysentery),  Johannisberg, Pretoria, 
Balmoral and the Godwan River. 

- Date not known returned to UK in SS Aurania 
(see Rostron) to London and demobbed. 

- 29th May 1901 back at sea in the Merchant 
Navy in SS Australasian. 

John Cecil Berry (1881-83) 
- Mar 1896 emigrated to SA and joined 9 Troop, C Sqn (Col Plummer’s column) as a Trooper and 

fought in the Matabele Campaign under General Carrington. Awarded the British South Africa 
Company medal for that campaign. 

- 1st Oct and 8th Dec 1898 making a new career, based at Pretoria, as a surveyor with SA Railways 
on the line from Pretoria to Rustenburg. 

- 14th Nov 1899 joined up as a Trooper in Col Thorneycorft’s Mounted Infantry, part of the Imperial 
Cavalry. Fought at Spion Cop. 

- 22nd Nov 1899 moved from Maritzburg to Estcourt and saw action with the Dragoon Guards in the 
relief of Estcourt “Snakes and scorpions positively abound out here”. 

General Cronje Surrenders At Paardeburg  
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- 11th Dec 1900 served with the Army Service Corps (ASC) stationed in Maritzburg then Pretoria. 
- 22nd Jan 1901 fought in engagement that repelled 400 of Commandant Kritzinger's Boers and 

Scheeper’s commandos at Willowmere (Cape Colony). 
- Invalided out following an injury - see next page. 
- May 1903 advised Conway he had just received his war medal. 

 
 

Below Left:   Queen's South Africa Medal 
Bottom Left: Queen's South Africa Medal 
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Arthur Devereux Bowley (1885-86)  
- Oct 1894 appointed Sub Lt RNR. 
- Approx Dec 1899 commissioned Lt into the IY. 
- Feb-Apr 1900 the first wave of IY troops arrived in 

SA. 
- Apr-May 1900 after “creditable service at the front” 

was promoted Sub Lt in the army. 

Louis Brooke Smith RNR (1893-95)  
Known to have served in the Boer War 

Alfred James Chamberlain (1894-96) 
- Feb 1900 joined the Hampshire Yeomanry as a Trooper and departed Southampton for SA in the 

same ship as Stewart-Muirhead as part of the first wave of yeomanry troops. On arrival they 
moved five miles inland to Maitland Camp and became 41st Coy., 12th Bn., IY. 

- 9th - 25th Apr 1900 involved in the relief of Wepener.  
- 1900 - 1901 participated in all the hard fighting in the Orange Free State. 
- 7th Jun 1903 his address was Thom’s Brewery, Braamfontein so it is assumed he settled in SA. 

Holder of the QSAM and three bars. 

Graham Crozier (1890-91) 
The Cadet of October 1915 reported that he served as a trooper in the South African Constabulary 
(as the police force in the Transvaal and Orange River Colony) throughout the war. From the time the 
Force was raised until the end of the War it was not able to undertake Police duties, but was employed 
as a Military Force under the Commander-in Chief, and was constantly engaged in field operations 
and on Blockhouse lines. He later served through WWI. 

Brig Gen Robert Herbert W Hughes CMG DSO (1885-87) (previously Cdr RNR) 
- Robert was in the Klondike when war was declared and he left for South Africa. The Cadet 

reports only that “he gained a commission under Colonel Bethune and went through the 
campaign”.  

- Bethune's Mounted Infantry was an irregular unit raised privately by Maj., Bethune at Durban in 
October 1899. It was present at General Hildyard's action at Willow Grange on the night of 22nd 
November 1899, and did good service. At Colenso, 15th December 1899, the regiment was 
detailed to the baggage-guard. On the approach to Ladysmith (see Hunt and Leland) they were 
constantly employed on reconnaissance duties. They fought at Spion Kop seizing the Twin 
Peaks. During the Vaal Krantz operations the corps continued to do patrol work, chiefly on 
General Buller's right and rear. On 11th February 1900 Bethune was ordered to take his men to 
Greytown, as a detached force, in order to watch the Boers near the Zululand border and hold 
the line at Greytown and along the Tugela. during the remainder of 1900, mainly employed on 
patrol work in the south of the Transvaal and in the Utrecht district, with the view of protecting 
our posts and the railway line, and frequently they had some skirmishing and much very 
dangerous work. Throughout 1901 they were engaged in heavy fighting across the Orange Free 
State and Cape Colony. 
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Lt William Henry C Hughes RN (1892-94)  
- 24tth Oct 1900 to 31st May 1902 served 

as Lt in HMS Barracouta (3rd Class 
Cruiser) based at Simon’s Bay.  

- He was awarded the QSAM with 
extended service clasps for Cape 
Colony 1901 and South Africa 1902. 

- Later served at Jutland. 
 

Capt George Percy Edward Hunt RN 
DSO (1876-78) 
A report in The Cadet magazine says he 
served in Ladysmith as a naval officer after 
which he was promoted to Commander 
and awarded the DSO “for services 
rendered in the defence of Ladysmith”. 

Capt. Charles Ernest Jobling (1886-1888) 
- He was working as a mining engineer in SA at the outbreak of war and joined the South African 

Light Horse (later joined by Lt Winston Churchill). It was a British Army unit raised in SA but 
manned only by “uitlanders” i.e. foreigners not born in SA.  

- His exact service details are not known but they fought at Colenso (15th Dec1899), Spion Kop 
(20th – 24th Jan 1900), Vaal Kranz (5th – 7th Feb 1900), Tugela Heights (16th/17th Feb 1900) and 
then in the Orange Free State. 

Arthur Evans Johnson (1892-93) 
The editorial of The Cadet for February 1900 reported that he had “joined the Yeomanry”. 

James C Lang (1889-91) 
- In Feb 1901 the Inverness Courier reported that  “Lance Sgt J C Lang of the Lovat Scouts …. has 

been gazetted into the King’s Own Scottish Boarders on the recommendation of CinC SA”.  
- He previously rose from Pte to Lance Sgt in the Lovat Scouts serving in many important 

engagements. Lord Lovat had been “a warm follower of his career”.  
- Before SA he was a solicitor with Messrs Mactavish & Gibson of Inverness where he was also a 

prominent cricket and football player. 
  

H.M.S.  Barracouta 
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George Holbraw Lang DSO RN (1896-97)  
- On 27th Jan 1900 George was a 

Midshipman in Doris at Port 
Elizabeth, waiting to join the RN 
Brigade ashore. 

- On 3rd Feb 1900 wrote to his father 
that he had landed and after a two 
and a half day forced march from 
Port Elizabeth had arrived at Modder 
River Camp “I have not had my 
clothes off for three days and not had 
a wash since then (3rd)”. Food was 
not good, breakfast was a “fried slice 
of raw ham, dry bread and some 
coffee, no milk. At tea we had stale 
bread, or biscuits, tea, no milk”.  

- He was placed under the command 
of Cdr Grant in charge of one of two 
4.7-guns  in a small force known as 
Grant’s Guns. Midshipman Menzies 
was in charge of the other gun. and 
they marched off to the front at 
Enslin. He wrote to his parents 
several times and his parents sent 
potted versions to The cadet, see 
right and on the next page: 

- 12th Feb: “struck camp at Enslin and 
moved across the railway, 
bivouacking on the east side at the 
foot of a hill for the night”. 

- 13th Feb: “reveille sounded at 3.30 
and we started at 4.00 to march to 
Ramdam about 8 or 10 miles off .. 
arrived about 9 o’clock”. 

- 14th Feb:  Marched 15 miles to 
Waterfall Drift “under dreadful sun 
… here we had the luxury of a bath 
in the river”. 

- 15th Feb: “arrived at Weydrooi Drift, 
14 miles, after various alarms along 
the way”. 

- 16th Feb: “arrived Wagdani Drift, 
Jacobsdal but expect to move 
northwards or eastwards shortly”.  

- 17th Feb: “bombarded Jacobsdal and saw the Boers run as fast as their ponies could carry them”. 
- 18th Feb: As well as his gun he was in charges of the column’s stores and transport: “I have over 

half a mile of waggons and guns .. 13  waggons each drawn by 16 oxen, two water carts each 
drawn by six oxen, two 4.7” guns, each drawn by 32 oxen … eight horses.  Each member of the 
column received  1¾Ibs bread or 1lb biscuit, 1lb fresh meat or 1lb pressed meat, ⅓ozs coffee, 
⅓oz tea, 3oz sugar, 3oiz salt and 6 candles”. 

- A reporter from the front said of Grant’s Guns “The sailors were tremendous campaigners, 
capable of prodigious feats of endurance (they) marched over 1,000 miles including a 17 day 
chase of de Witt in which they covered over 250 miles in 15 days, an average of 16.7 miles per 

Above: Grant’s Guns En Route to Bloemfontein 
Below: Letter from Lang’s Parents to The Cadet 
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day. They made two forced marches of 
37 miles, one completed in 13 hours the 
other in 25. They were in action 25 times 
including the battle of Paardeberg which 
lasted eight days, the capture of Gen., 
Cronje (see Benwell), and the capture 
of Bloemfontein.” He then assisted in 
the capture of Johannesburg and of 
Pretoria. “The sailors were tremendous 
campaigners, capable of prodigious 
feats of endurance (they) marched over 
1,000 miles including a 17 day chase of 
de Witt in which they covered 250 miles 
in 15 days, an average of 16.7 miles per 
day. They made two forced marches of 
37 miles, one completed in 13 hours the 
other in 25. They were in action 25 times 
including the battle of Paardeberg which 
lasted eight days, and the capture of 
Bloemfontein.” 

- 7th October 1900 arrived back on board 
Doris. Recommended for early 
promotion by Admiral Harris for his 
services. 

- Jul 1902 Conway was advised by a 
visiting Admiral that Lang was still 
serving “abroad” so he may have had 
further engagement with the Boer War. 
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More about Lang  

Thomas Arthur Leland (1893-94) 
The Cadet magazine puts him in Ladysmith on 23rd Oct 1898 serving in E Company, 1st Royal Irish 
Rangers (RIR).  He was actually serving in the Royal Irish Fusiliers as the RIR were not formed until 
1st July 1968. His service the Boer War discovered to date was: 
- 13th Oct 1899 arrived at Ladysmith as part of E Company, 1st Royal Irish Fusiliers (RIF).  
- 15th Oct 1899 entrained for Dundee, SA to attack Boer forces.  
- 21st - 22nd Oct 1899 participated in the successful but hard fought battle of Talana Hill followed by 

a forced march back to Ladysmith “The last twenty-five miles had been done under fearful 
conditions; rain had fallen very heavily, and the road, so called, was a sea of mud, often knee-
deep”. 

- 23rd Oct All units in Ladysmith Camp paraded and were inspected by the Governor of Natal, the 
RIR were picked out for praise. Hunt was serving in Ladysmith at the same time but it is not known 
if their paths crossed. At the very least they would have been on this parade together. 

- 30th Oct 1899 participated in the battle of Nicholson’s Nek (North of Ladysmith) in which a large 
number of British troops were captured. The RIFF museum states "Approximately half the 
battalion had been captured …. only the officers and men who were wounded were allowed to go 
back to Ladysmith and thus were involved in its defence". As there is no record of him being 
captured he must have been in the walking wounded and so in the siege. 

- 2nd Nov 1899 to 28th Feb 1900 the siege lasted 118 days and the RIF held Red Hill and Range 
Post in the western defences. 
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Cecil John Lewis (1894-97) Cecil volunteered for the 9th Bn Imperial Yeomanry aged 20 with Rait 
and they departed the UK for Cape Town in Montrose. These letters describe his experiences. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gerald Hanship Long OBE (1898-99) 
- Late 1901 emigrated from the UK for Australia in SS Runic intending to become 

a sheep farmer. 
- Dec 1901 decided to disembark at Cape Town and joined A Squadron of 

Kitchener's Horse before obtaining a commission in an associated local unit, 
the Cape Town Highlanders (CTH). Unknown to him, the British High 
Command had decided not to send the CTH to the front but to keep them on 
garrison duties (administrators) on the railways or about their own towns. He 
wrote to The Cadet magazine: “I have not seen much fighting being mainly in 
the lines of communication but have seen a great deal of the Cape Colony”.  

- 15th Apr 1902 - the CTH were based in Cape Town Drill Hall. 

Charles Mendlessohn Mandel (1892-93) 
The editorial of The Cadet for February 1900 reported that he had “joined the Yeomanry”. 

George Charles Oldham (1891-93) 
- Jan 1900 arrived SA having joined the ranks in the Royal Sussex Regiment. 
- 20th Mar 1900 Regt joined Ian Hamilton’s force and fought at Hout’s Neck, Zand River, 

Johannesberg, Diamond Hill and Withenbergen. 
- May 1901 fought at the Battle of Doornkop (Florida) 

Long 1899 Gig Crew 



 14 

- Feb 1901 commissioned into the mounted infantry and operated South of the Orange River. 
- Aug  1901 gazetted 2nd Lt, shireon Regt, SA Field Force and joined their HQ at Nylestroom, North 

of Pretoria. 
- Sep  1901 OIC Middelfontein railway outpost in charge of 40 men. 
- Mar 1902 at Nylestroom. 

Harry Rait (1888-90) 
- Served with Lewis C J in the 9th Bn., IY travelling 

to Cape Town in the Montrose. 
- 16th Feb 1901 while serving with the 31st Coy., 9th 

Bn., IY he was engaged in an action at 
Hartebeestfontein, There was no sign of the Boers 
as they advanced then, “suddenly without a word 
of warning, a hundred Mauser rifles cracked, and 
a shower of bullets whistled past us. We were 
subjected to a hot crossfire”.  He was shot, moved 
into the captured town of Klerksdorp.  

- Eventually invalided back to the UK having been 
wounded in action. 

Reginald J Sheldrick (1897-98)  
He was  a MIdshipman RNR but enlisted as a Private 
in Herts Company (42nd Co.,) 12th Bn., IY, the 
Hampshire Yeomanry. 
- In the January 1900 The Cadet he reported that 

he was about to leave for SA in the Cornwall. He 
added “If I come through alright I shall send home 
some descriptive reading.” 

- Early 1901 he wrote to The Cadet “Made a light-
hearted report on sentry duty at the front” - see 
right. No mention where or when!  

- 28th March 1901 back in the UK having been 
invalided out after having a leg and foot crushed 
under his falling horse. 

His letters to The Cadet are below. 
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Robert Scott Skirving (1875) 
1900 to 02 served as a Major Dr consulting surgeon in the Australian army’s New 
South Wales Medical Team. 

 

Raoul E Stewart-Muirhead (1894-96) 
- Feb 1900 joined the Sussex Yeomanry (38th Bn IY) as a Lieutenant and 

departed Southampton for SA in the same ship as Chamberlain.  
- 22nd – 27th Apr 1900 involved in the relief of Wepener, a village about 68 

miles from Bloemfontein, on the border of Basutoland, which had been 
besieged for 17 days by up to 8,000 Boers. He was badly wounded in the 
shoulder and, it is assumed, repatriated to the UK. 

 

 

Scott Skirving  
circa 1884 



 16 

“SW” is a non-de-plume used by an OC reporting his exploits in the war. Candidates are: Sydney 
Buxton Warren (1897-99), Solomon William Wilding (1893-95) and Stephen Lindaw Winderbank 
(1896-97) 
SW was a member Bn IY, the Duke of Cambridge’s Own along with Mesham 
- 21st - 26th May 1900 part of force of 480 men, who entrained at Bloemfontein for Kroonstad for  

route march to Lindley to join General Colville.  
- 27th – 31st May 1900 arrived at the town of Lindley to find it occupied by Boers. Retreating to a 

hilltop to await relief they were involved in heavy fighting over three days. Facing growing losses, 
overwhelming numbers of Boers and no sign of relief he was one of the remaining 400 men which 
surrendered to the Boers. He became a prisoner of war (PoW) and was marched into captivity, a 
long trek to Pretoria.  

- He was held at the Staats Model School PoW Camp or the Birdcage at Daspoort. He was released 
early in June when Pretoria was liberated. Unlike Mesham who died in SA, SW was repatriated 
to the UK.  
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Stephen G Talman (1890-92)  
The Cadet Magazine (1928 Dec page 260) reported that in 1899 he had “resigned from Bracknell 
Bros to go to South African War”. Full details of his service are not known but in 1902 he was 
discharged from Brabant's Horse as a Trooper (number 5055). He obviously served throughout the 
war but without knowing which battalion of the horse he served in no more can be determined. He 
was awarded the Queen’s Medal with four bars. He remained in SA after the war, moving to Canada 
in 1913. 

Commodore Edward Unwin VC CB CMG (1878 - 80)  
Edward was awarded the Queen's South Africa Medal (1899-1902) for his RN 
service in the Boer War. No other details of his service are known. 
 
 
 

Right: Commodore Edward Unwin VC CB CMG (1878 - 80)  
Below: South African Transport Medal 
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3 OCS WHO SERVED IN THE MN  
These individuals should have been eligible for the South African Transport Medal 

Louis Wood Bayldon (1878-80) 
Reported in September 1889 that was to take command the hospital ship Spartan then being 
converted. His run was to be between Natal and Cape Town. 
 
Edward A B Bruce (1898-00)  
 
He was sailing with Bernard Herbert Symms 
(1897-98) in the Mechanician and was in New 
Orleans during May 1901. She was then less 
than a year old but she was torpedoed in 
WWI and lost off the IoW. loading horses for 
the Cape. There was also mention of OC 
Linton with them but no trace of him can be 
found. 

Thomas Charles Edwin Dayas (1888-90) 
Thomas was a Master of troopships in the war and received the Transport Medal with South Africa 
clasp. 

Edward Henry Freeth (1867-69) 

He was awarded the South Africa Transport Medal having carried 
troops in his ship the British Empire for all two years of the war. It 
was presented in Antwerp by the British Consul-General by special 
instruction of HM The King. 

Robert Henry Griffin (1889-91) 
Served in P&O transports Simla and Plassy (as 3rd Officer) and then hospital ships during the war. 
Received the Transport Medal with South Africa clasp. 

William Roche Jeffcott (1892-94) 

The records are slightly ambiguous but it seems he was 3rd officer in RMS Orissa, Transport no 18. 

Edward Harrison Johnston (1898-1900) 
30th Nov 1900 - Died of peritonitis at Cape Town hospital. He joined Clan 
MacRae from Conway but it is not clear if he was ashore from her, a civilian 
ashore, or involved with the military. 

Arthur Glynne Lewis (1895-97) 
He was a Master Mariner involved in the Boer War of 1899-1902. IN WWI 
he joined the Indian Army Reserve and was died of malaria in 
Mesopotamia. 

Haus Oppen (Sep 94 – Jul 96) 
26th Nov 1900 carrying materiel from UK to SA as 3rd Officer in SS Madura (accidentally sunk!) and 
other vessels. 

 

 

Above: Glynne Lewis 1897 Gig 
Crew 
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Arthur Henry Rostron CBE KBE RD RNR (1885-6) 
- May 1900 First Officer in the troopship Aurania at Southampton, 

returning in July with injured troops. He made further trips each 
carrying circa 1800 troops and a few horse. See Benwell. He 
observed later “We took out the fit to fight and brought back the 
invalids”. He was awarded the South African Transport Medal. 

- Dec 1901 left Aurania for a new command.  

Lawrence Lovell Scott RNR (1892-94) 

7th May 1900 reported from BISS Upada at Calcutta that he had been 
trooping since Oct 99 ferrying troops from India to SA. 

Harold Selby RNR (07-10) 

In June 1900 was serving in Clan McPhee of  the Union Transport Company at Cape Town 

Bernard Herbert Symms (1897-98). 
 
Reported as in Mechanician at New Orleans during May 1901, loading horses for the Cape. He was 
sailing with  Edward A B Bruce (1898-00). There was also mention of OC Linton with them but no 
trace of him can be found. 

Cecil John Gore Wray RNR (1875-77) 

- Feb 1902 serving in SS Politician, New Orleans, embarked ship-load of horses for SA troops. 
- 28th Mar 1902 arrived Cape Town and was unloading horses. 

Reginald Woods (1887-89) 
Reported in The Cadet Magazine (1960 Feb page 26) that he had served in the Boer War. No other 
details are known. 
 
 
  

Above: Rostron 1912 
“Hero of the Titanic” 
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4  “COMFORTS” FOR THE TROOPS 
 
The cadets in the ship were doing their part, under the Captain Superintendent’s wife, they were 
making up small parcels for the troops – see below. These were handed over to various shipping 
companies who carried them free of charge to South Africa and passed them on to the local 
commissary for forwarding to the troops. 
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