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T not good but promised
conditions well within our operating limits and at 1144
the next morning, 17th January, we twok off from
Bermuda.  Our mtended destination. selected  for
Security rcasons, was Pembroke Dock in Milford Haven

with Poole. in Dorset. as an aliernative. 3t was not until
we were past the “point of no return™ that Mr. Churchill
meantionad His Majesty’s stricture, which caused some-
on: 10 observe thal “we had all the baskers in onc ege.”
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While still west of frela
eteriorate at Pembroke Dock and we were advised 1o
wert to Poole. wching Lands End. however.,
he wearther closed In at Poole also and | decided 10 Jand
t Pivmouth which was Fopen and close at hand. We

nd the weather commenced 1o
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"CONWAY™

Ay Cariain DIGRY

N o Januvary, 1944, 1 had the unigue ovperience of
returning 1o the old Ship as Chiet Eazocutine Otficer,
tuenty-two vears after huving left as o Cadet.

It has been the practice since the school's moepuon
for the Chairmun of the Munagement Commitiee 1o be
4 prominent Liverpool merchant or shipoaner.  Mr
Lawrence Holt had suvoceded Sir rederick Bowring
and he was wbo,in 19344 Chierman of the compans i
whuch 1 serve. In 1939 the Chiel and Sceond Otlicers.,
both being in the RN R joimned the Row ) Ny, As g
result, Commuander Douglas 1 Monty s, who had retived
as Chiet Otficer returned 1o fus tormer post 1o 1l the
breach Afer the move 10 the Menar Sirats caused Dy
the Loerpool air rads, Commander Douglas decded
toresume bas retirement. He was suveevded by the fist
of the Blue Funndd Line Chuef Officers who were ashed
by Mr Lawrence Holt 1o take over tor 4 year. Thus it
was that 1 becamie the turd temporars Chuef Officer of
TConway. My predecessors had been Captam 1 orig
Radord 11942) and Captain Frunk Brown (1943),

Beovas with some cunomity ihat 1 otet approsched!

Bangor 1o reomn the old Ship, for i wondered patl
changes there had been sinoe § AT so lomg ago. Arrivng

on board 1 found Captan Goddard and all the stat?

most friendly and helpful. They made the taheeovet
seerm Little differemt to that of Joming any othe Sp s
Chief Utlicer and very soon 1 owas settled i

My recollections are of the tast vear of the recent wat
g nume of traad for "Conway™ with stafl shiortages and.
iteed, shortages of evers kind Tlonway owuas
schoal and set a ship with most of the problens of il
shapm and some more. There was o priotiny of any kind
but the generous help of Mr Lawrence Holt by way of
the Blue Funnel Line organisation kepr the Ship onoan
aven keel Mowas an exhdurating period in the school's
history, with the Stup's roll of Cadets reaching iy peak
al ovtween 230 and 260 In addition. there were 30 1o
40 Cadets at Gordonstoun School  The Cudets o

did a “procedure let-down™ on the Phvmpion radi
transmitter cutside the town and. appreaching from sea-
ward so as (o avoid risk of collision with the balloon
barrage. landed on the Scound. We touched down at
0839, having covered 2,924 nautical miles in 17 hours
35 muinutes.
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Two days later I had the pleasure of lunching with
Mr. and Mrs. Churchill in their Whitehall flat and some
weeks afterwards was summoned o 10 Downing Street.
where, m the Cabmet Room, the Prime Minister pre-
sented me with a siher tray bearing an appropriate
mscription and cngraved with the facsimile signatures
of my recent passengers. It was on that occasion we
discussed further flights, some of which came 10 pass
and some which did not.
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Gerdonstoun spent ayear there under the lute Captain
MacGregor, an “OW Conway.” betore joining the Ship
as second year cadetss The capacitny of the Ship v
stretched 1o the funit and o cose the sfeeping problem,
turteen cadets were accemmaodated wshore for the night
4t house named THon Mel Another group of
cadess, fourth wrm, went i parny of taehe o the
Gurward Bound Sea School at Aberdoves for o month,
Phey went i three saccessine partes cach e and so
helped 1o rehiove the congestion on board.

Phe Outward Bound Sea School was an idew of Mr
Favrence Holt 1o bring boss from every walk o ity
together for aomonth. At Aberdovey they combined i
athletios, mountam expeditions, soal! boat work and o
crume ut seas The hases of the scheme wis 1o creine o
spririt of service to the community . Gordonstoun School
had been evacuated to Meronettshure and their sehaoner
TPrince Towin” s bused ot Aberdovey. The detaded
plunning of the scheme was the jomt wark of Caplam
Goddard and Mro Kurt Hahn, Headnuster of Gordan-
stounn Schiool “Conway’ cadets and Gordonstoun
hoyvs pronaded the nocieus Tor the s couese atad it
TPonce Loun™ wis madde svandable for sen cruses. Both
TComvay T and Gordonstoun mfluences e 1o be seen
i the Outward Bound Seu School organsation. | rom
the first Mro FEawrence HolUs idea was i suceess and it
hus Jong outgrown s modest beginnme. ™Now 1L is the
Outward Bound Trust, spreading s atluence far and
wideo with severad Outward Bound Schools  even one
m Mukiva

Fhe Menan Stents provided an adeal setting for the
Shipan every wav. The beguty of the surroundaaps, the
cleanhiness ot the atmosphere, the facibites for ouldocs
activaties, saihing and boat work  generaliv, and the
miproved health of the cadets throughout the vear wore
4oosvustamprovement oser the Muersey Jocutiion, Sailing
was possible wll the year round in three dinghies, a
cutter, and o fishing smiack . with imtergop pig and cutter
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reces being heid cach term. In the summer the cadets
swam overside from the Ship and 2 gaia swimming
sports day was heid at the Beaumars Swimming Bath,
Regular boat services were run from the Ship to Bangor
Picr and the Garth Slipuay m Anglesey. The uwe of
motor boats was limined by the shortage of petrol, whih
was dJdifficult to obtain und nacesstated  sInngent
economy. This had the advantuge of providing plenty
of rowing practice in the cutters. The Bangor Football
Club’s ground was excellent for First X\ matches, with
professional faciliies of grandstand and changang
rooms. It also senved us well for the Annual Sports
Day. The remainder of the cadets went 1o Booumare
1o play in the extensine grounds of Baron Hill Houw.
They changed in the cells of the ancient Beaumurns gaol.
It had, of course. ceasad 10 be used as a gaol for many
years past and s a fascinating place with one of the fow
surviving treadmills.  Athleties took place moa twld
adjoining Bran Mel House and Cross-counten fa0es wory
regulariy held over a course in Anglowes.

Games 1INTUres Were veny restrted Owing 1o war-timg
travelbng dfficulises. Ths problem was sohcd
divading the cadets o sy groups, cach group ing
gnen the name of o ship "Cosach,” "Ohio” et
Ihe tops were oot sunablie as they cach comnted of o
partvular term o mn contrast to g CshipT which was o
crossesection of the whole, bang situdar oo compamition
10 & swhoo! house. The sastem pronsdad compytiiun in
cvory sphare of the Cadeny’ activitins

A most valuabic avgunttion was the “Indelatigabic’s”
water boat. The “Indefatigabic™ hud abo Cavuatad 1o
the Menu Strans but into o shore astablnhnwent ond eo
longer required ther water Boat 11 was 5 motor hoat
with four water tanks By hovping two tanks BIG
Jsagonally 1t could be used 1or 3 vanety of purpows In
COmuUMBIOn withh No. 1 Motor Boat st was emplosad
tramporting Linge partios of cadets asluve guakly on
landing days. For coalimg shup ot wins idnpemsa bl amd
nowas useful Tor sahagmg sunhen Boats when sich
mintams osvavonally ogvarred. The water bout coukd!
It sny of the hosts from the Bottom with saoem by
working the tides and carrs it nmto shallow water. A1
bow 1ide 3 sahvaped boat would e dred out, sepasrad of
nevessarny and returmed 1o moonmgs on the faang e
As the water bout stovred My wheel, the cadets bavame
vompetent helmamen

Woath the Jarge numbors on board ot was posaibie 10
have 3 provtinal class under the Chat Ofter Juning
whoo! ssviomn One Jlass would Be avalable o iy
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whole of the moming and another in the aftemoon
The classes changed cach day so that o1l cadets had their
turn o the practicel class. They ron the duty boats,
Kept gangway warch, coakad ship. went sading, and e
general, were owvupied 10 priwtval sadonsing. This
enublad sveny cadet, without exeerion, to take his turn
ds coawan, Boat enginesr, and ot other dutes o
normally coming s way out oF seiool

AL the staet of cach e ey 1o of aoal bad e
be brought on bourd from o Jdump on the quasseic o
Penchan Dovk, Bongor. The cval was requanad tor tinng
the boicr on the upphr devk. As thene was ne shore
labour avadabe, coaling ship was the formuda bl sk
of the practevan chass. Light large Beliast Bushets ond
about forty hags were filad from the dumgs and stoaned
on the water Bat’s dovk . At the Ship the tashaets ond
Bags wore hontad through the et gangwas Jowe on
to e hwaer deeh and reeched fomaand e e denker
hateh. The avademic statl sutferad the e abie noesy
durmg school with comawendabic patwnee Ths Juty
Job werrhd A up tao wochs Lot sl tads wore thank.
ful when ot wos tashbad Ve conld then thonsughls
Chean up and Mok N sLt on U eI s il

In retrospant, o ot o CComaay T Cliet Ofiogr
was & hapg b of which Forctaen trcasurad mrrmores
A0 the satedac o of mans o warengvisierad Jehvulis
et Such o desrabic rosult wass e ot B o
abated enthosastt of i oweut e alivagines, whie
shcitadiy carimcd on vt o Woareamt Othgor anstoad
o the nornial 1w

Captan Gotdant, bttt amt soreied calm
sucvvss sl cansad shrough the Slucataonal st sovne
atwonal rctorins whind wore s aodanndy et LG
canw to the St when the total neober of oot was
Itle oo o hundra!. Whoen e ket the comiplenas
was an et S0 Cadets on el the s the Shap
verrhd Py comtam o) preciioaed T o senvad
B et s B O ot B agvuange Ol

Laticrly the Stop was Iovhing e e S Rudad
AR atd Il gt i v Jbalt e hoep oy wal
the cswentgl renenal o rottcd tentnees o g e
muntonaney Bad Bovonw o tangal burdon N changy
wats Bvessary b the st aospaovialis s this wos thie
ot of TENE SChool Trsganten o Secanin sl g
the prosent shore Buese as oot it fong advavanad
M Captan Gasddind B shore Bosad TENES 7Cone
WAy, i e teadtsoms of three Commay ot gmoas o
s hrond, o mowm ol abie Son Bodd s oman as o sk
solist o the atomin agy



