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From master mariner to legal consultant

By SHARIDAN M. ALI 

	


CAPTAIN Ghani Ishak considers himself lucky to have experienced a horrifying typhoon on his first sailing experience at the age of 17.  

The experience, he said, made him ever more determined to become a master mariner.  

He not only achieved this ambition but also earned himself a law degree in the process.  

Now, the 58-year-old seasoned sailor is the director of Nautical Inclinations (M) Sdn Bhd and is deeply involved in promoting maritime consultancy.  

Recalling his first sea adventure, Capt Ghani said the ship was sailing to Britain from the Far East when it was hit by a typhoon in Hong Kong.  

“The waves were unimaginably tall and for two days it was dark, rainy and windy.   

“The swells kept the ship rocking and we were not able to cook anything on board and ended up eating uncooked canned food.  

“Several crewmen were injured and I vividly recall a crew who broke his teeth when he was knocked against a doorpost,” he said.  

Capt Ghani said the weather cleared on the third day and he was surprised that the ship had strayed 100 miles off course. ”That incident made me realise that being at sea is not an easy life. But I also understood that it could not get any worse than that,” he said.  

Despite the hard work involved in being a sailor, the young Capt Ghani enjoyed travelling all over the world.  

His fond memories of his travels includes the hospitable Cape Malays in South Africa who took him back to their homes, introduced him to their families and took care of him like he was one of their relatives.   

Capt Ghani’s sea career actually began at 15 when the student of the English College (Maktab Sultan Abu Bakar), Johor Bahru, was awarded a scholarship to study at the HMS Conway Merchant Navy Training School in Anglesey, Northwales, Britain.  

That was in 1962 and the course lasted two years.   

He went on to work as a navigating officer with Ellerman Lines Ltd from April 1964 to January 1969 during which he sat for the 2nd Mate Certificate of Competency at Sir John Cass Nautical College, London.  

Although he was ready to sit for the exam at 19, he could not do so as the minimum age for candidates was 20.  

Nevertheless, he earned the certificate and continued his service with Ellerman Lines until 1970 when he shifted to Kuwait Shipping Company on the Europe to Persian Gulf Service.   

But his stint with the Kuwaiti company was short as he was called by the Malaysian Government in 1971 to serve the Malaysia International Shipping Corporation (MISC) as a chief officer on the Far East to Europe service.  

”I was called ashore as I was considered young to be in command of a ship.  

“As it turned out in October 1973, I was put in command of my own ship, Bunga Orkid. It was one of the highlights of my career as I was only 26 and considered one of the youngest captains in charge of a Malaysian merchant vessel,” he said.  

Capt Ghani continued to command the Bunga Raya until 1976 when MISC wanted his services ashore.  

“I never went back to sea since then. Altogether I spent 29 years with MISC and learnt a lot through the years. I could be considered one of MISC’s founder members. When it was established in 1969, the company’s first two vessels were the Bunga Raya and Bunga Melor from Japan.”  

His climb up the career ladder in MISC was fast as the company needed his expertise in navigation.  

“In MISC I had the chance to go through various aspects of shipping - from personnel to operations, management and business development,” he said.  

In 1999, he decided to leave MISC to study law.   

“I had wanted to study law even when I was still sailing but at that time there were financial as well as time constraints,” he said  

He studied law at Anglia Polytechnic University and got his Bar from Inns of Court School of Law - City University towards the end of 2002.  

He then proceeded to work in in a consultancy firm in Istanbul, Turkey, to gain some practical experience in maritime claims and dispute.  

On returning to Malaysia, he joined Nautical Inclinations (M) Sdn Bhd and began to actively promote legal consultancy instead of outright solicitors service.   

As the director of Nautical Inclinations Capt Ghani offers his opinions and advice with regard to claims by ship owners or insurance companies before they decide whether or not to take legal action.  

“The company’s role is to advise clients on their position. Basically we provide independent opinion and it is up to them to decide whether to proceed with a case or not and whether or not to engage the services of our lawyers,” he added. 

