BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON JOHN W H F DICKIE OBE

Permanent Address: Dolphin House, Windsor Road, CHOBHAM, Surrey.
Born: Calgary, Canada on 18 Nov 24, has British and NZ Citizenship.
Recently widowed. 2 sons and a daughter.

EDUCATION
Preparatory School - Fairleigh, Weston-Super-Mare. Junior Oxford(1937)
Secondary -~ HMS CONWAY, (off Rock Ferry) Apr 39 - (off Bangor) Aug 42.
Northern Universities School Certificate(1940)
Passed RN Direct Entry Exams - Nov 41, Jul 42 (but not in
top 6).
Outward Bound Sea School, Aberdovey - Jun/Jul 42 (Watch Capt)
Conway Extra Certificate, Senior Cadet Captain.
Further - HMS VERNON, Long (12 months) Torpedo Anti-Submarine Course,
incl. 3 months academic study at RNC Greenwich 1953/4.
Joint Services Staff College(JSSC), Latimer - 6 months JSS
Course (1963/4) followed by 1 month Command Course at VERNON.

NAVAL/DEFENCE SERVICE

On leaving CONWAY, joined the cruiser HMS SUSSEX, based on Scapa
Flow, as a Midshipman, then RNC Greenwich/RNB Chatham(Nov 42) for
training, before joining the sloop HMS WILD GOOSE on commissioning
(Mar 43) for sevice in the Western Approaches as part of the 2nd Escort
Group under Capt F J Walker, CB DSO***, sinking 21 U-Boats in the
following 2 years. Joined HMS OPOSSUM, another sloop, on commissioning
(May 1945) as Sub Lieutenant RNR, based on Hong Kong as part of British
Pacific Fleet. Appointed Lieutenant RN(Jan 47) as ship's Navigating
Officer. On return to UK(Nov 47), following month's EOW leave served in
RN Barracks, Devonport for divisional duties and as 1lst Lieutenant of
the destroyer HMS HOTSPUR for post refit trials and preparations for
handover to Dominican Navy. Joined HMS HORNET (Apr 49) in command of a
Mine Sweeping ML involved in MCM R & D trials; then in command of MTBs
and as SO(0) for a Coastal Force Mobile Unit operating in Holland, until
volunteering and being accepted for transfer to the RNZN(Jul 51).

On arrival in New Zealand(Aug 51) joined frigate HMNZS TAUPO and
sailed immediately for 13 months in Korean war, as ship's TAS Officer
and then 1st Lieutenant. On return to NZ, sailed for UK by NZSC for Long
TAS Course and 2 years exchange service with RN as Lt Cdr(Nov 53),
including instructional duties in HMS VERNON - working up Wyvern
Aircraft for Torpedo Strike, Mine Warfare instructional staff, command
of Experimental Minelayer HMS NIGHTINGALE, then to HMS BRAMBLE as
Squadron MCM & TAS Officer of 4th Minesweeping Squadron.

Joined refitted cruiser HMNZS ROYALIST at Devonport (Mar 56) as TAS &
Operations Room Officer, for work-up with Med Fleet and participation
in Suez operation. Having become fully operational, political decision
taken to withdraw ROYALIST to NZ. On return to NZ, assumed duties of
Port TASO & SO(O) and TAS Training in Auckland Base. Assumed command of
frigate HMNZS KANIERE (May 60), operations included a 13 weeks training
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cruise in Pacific islands, anti-submarine exercises and port visits in
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(Aug 62 - Jun 63) in Navy B8, O RGENTINA for return to BA from
Argentine Navy aboard.the Rt lowed by approved visits to ASW
Wellington, via Tahiti and Chile, SRR L at Argentine
3 2 months by air lst class
establishments and return after
nt expense. : P
Govern?iomotég Commander Dec 63, during attendance zttggenggingzgzgiHQ
staff College, Latimer(Aug 63 - Mar 64), then jOl?:ication o e ope:
as Staff Officer (Integration) for tri-service uni 7 e
Aug 66 became Naval Attache and Deputy Head of Ng Defence ione; e
Washington DC and Naval Adviser to New Z?alénd ngh Commiss tin'
and was accredited to DIA. Was involved in 1ptel}lgepce repor 1 gé S
articularly relevant to Australasian participation in the Vietn .
o ; jati Agreements and Technical
Also responsible for negotiating Data Exchange Ag B
Co-operative Programmes with DOD and USN on matters of mutua e ’
particularly in naval and Antarctic research projects. BeforeR e Ay
USA, was successful in negotiating the loan to RNZN of a USN Resea
e Despite having previously been promised command of a Leanéer
frigate, on return from USA, was posted to lead a Defence Planning Team
(Aug 70 - Aug 72). In Sep 70 was seconded to §E§To as obseryer
of border operations in Thailand and Allied military operations
in Vietnam. Next appointment was Chief Inspector, Establishments &
Inspection in Defence HQ. Was awarded OBE in Jan 735 In§tead of
returning to sea, was posted to the Top Management Committee of the
Naval Staff as Director of Organisation and Staff Duties and Provost
Marshal of the RNZN(Apr 73 - Jun 74). In Aug 73 was appointed Hon ADC to
the Governor General of New Zealand. Although about to be promoted to
Captain as Director of Training, resigned because of lack of further sea
command, returning to UK by sea at own expense.
Following examination and interview, joined the UK MOD as a
Civil Servant (EO - SEO), in the following administrative appointments:
Support of MRCA(Tornado Aircraft) Production Office & Branch
Security Officer (Jan 75 = Mar 77)
Finance and Cash Accounts at Military Vehicle and Engineering
Establishments, Chertsey, Christchurch and Kirkcudbright
(Apr 77 -§Rpr Bl)

Staff of Chief Fleet Support Co-ord.(Navy), in London, dealing
with financial aspects of Fleet Procurement programmes.
(Apr 81 - Jan 82)

Staff of Defence Export Services, responsible for arranging the
disposal of surplus HM ships,

: . with remaining operational life,
by sale to other navies, including HMS HERMES to India, 2 DLGs
and Flegt Tanker to Chile, 2 Leander Frigates to each of RNZ
égg P:klstgn navies, 4 Tribal Frigates and Hydrographic Survey
Ship to Indonesia, 2 Hong Kong Patrol Craft to Ll i
and 1 Oberon Submar ol

ine to Canada. The successful negotiation of
these sales contributed #175M to Defence funds and #38M of work
for British industry. (Feb 82 - Jan 90)
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