The Gigs Crews Visic to TS

By CADETS BATTSON

S w result of our rospitaliny 10 the N.Z.S. Co.
Cadets at the Gig Race. they offered us. in return,

a 1rip on their Cadet Ship. T.S.M.\ . Orais. round
1o Cardiff froma Liverpool. Thus. on 13th March, the
Friday following the gig race. ten of the peopic in the
“Conwayv™ crews and two Cadets going mnto the N.Z.S.
Co.. left Llanfair P.G. Station bound for James Street
Station i Liverpool.

We arrnved in James Street at approvimateh 1600
nours. where we were met by two Cadets from the Oraio,
who directed us to three cars standing outside the
station. Me arrived on the quavside in Canads Dock
and obtained our first view of the Oraio. We had
previously been told that she was in o terrible mess, due
to her bemng involved in a hurricane of Force 12 winds
m o mid-Atluntic. However, she did not seem any the
WOrse for aer experience from where we stood on the
quayside lookimg up at her. The ondy obvious damage
was 1o her dernicks surrounding Nos. 1 and 2 huatches
We procesded up the gangway where we were directed
to our cabms amidships. MWe 1ol our kit im the cabins
and then one of the Cadet Caprams winve us @ short talk
on what we were expected 10 do. after which we were
ginven tea mothe Cadets” Messtoom. We then siened on
as AB's collected our blankets, shects, towels and s wip
and returned to our cabins where we were shown how
to make our bunks. We were cach anen owatch and
Ustation” The call o statons was 1o be ot 20000 so
we had free tme untl then

Most of us devoted this free tme to findimg out wan
about the ship Tor future use. | was one of 4 party who
wentup to Nes Dand 2 hatches to sumvey the damage
Phe dech wround Noo 1 ohatch had sunk nine inches
alter bemg it by o huge wane ALl the derrichs were
Lad out along the deck By No. 2 hatehn the derrick
housing aft of oo | hatch had all s front baticred i
and the “reeh™ on top had been smashed 1 and ripped
off their mountings, the ladder up the Semson post frod
been nipped off and was dunghng at a crasy angle
mud-wir The thimg that amazed me most wis wity the
heavy Tift derrach had not Sadlen, and 1 wondered what
would huve happened had o done soo Gomg alt we
found httde damage. but were mformed that o com
narionway had been smashed and the dinghies cared
on the poop had also been smushed 10 matchwood by
d huge wase We found out later thut the after peak
store had been filled with water, and  as 11 stood
immicdateh above the stecring engine it wits dangeions
to the extent that, had the doos leadimg into the steetimg
crgine space rom thes after peak store brohens the ship
vould not have been controfled by radder and would
undoubtedhy have been Tos

By the time we bad made these dscovetios 10 was
also time for stations,” and we all met on the mess
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dock, where we were cach detatled 1o “shadow™ one of
the NLZ.S. Co™s Cadets who was working on our station,
Then we proe g > head or the
POOP. wWhere we prepared o let zo. Two fugs took up
position on the bows and twa on her stern and thus we
manocuvred snio a postion ready 1o procecd stern st
o the halt-tide basin, This we did and moored up
aongside the Parrfig of the Cunard ine. \We then took
turns on o watch for halt-hour spells. comae below for
half-an-hour for a cup of cocon and some toast, then
reticving the others on the forecastle head, Thos we
staved, with the Porr L anecosion moored alongside us,
and sarious other ships aroand the hadionde bas, all
waitmg for full tde. At approsvimateh 0030 hours the
Ships started 1o maove Gnd soon Howas our turn o leas e,
Onee agamoae ot go and were towed stern irg through
the focks and o the Meraay
their sirens wnad we roty

Phen ot hands turned

Phe toas sciated us on
roed st as we pathored beadway,

Yorneept those onthe 1223 wateh

Phe 4-8 wateh tuened cut ot 03300 W e drossed (IR
warmly as we could regardfoss of prtorm amd et m
the messadech. W looked oo prety prebald bunch s
wo brewed covon and made toast e puind up with
our NN campisiens and kit tor o
different watch-heepme posis. AR vomipaitoens L |
weiv on the foos'ie head tist We nude our wan for-
ward and owere grected byog blist o cold e us we
teached the dech Bent foewand we procecdsd alone the
dock against the tierce head wind. As we chumbed ot to
the fous™e head, my commpanion sGirted whistmg 1o et
the watch-heepers we were reheving hoow  we sery
coming, aod wounkd not be osurpesed gt our sudden
prosence. We enclunged grectinegs when we arened nd
we rehels were told the bahte that could be seen anheid,
and then we were leit adone e ached adf the fehis |
could see from ahead o the port beant, whide ny coni-
ranton watched the starhoard bow s Thie wind wos verny
strong and felt as b was earmye our fuae ot by the
roois MW came on owatch as the Orarg wis Passing
iandudoo or thereabouts Feonhd see the Puthing Isbaogd
haht G othe north end ol the Mo St arnid Hroweii
of alb those Tuchy “Conway ™ Cadets thched ap it thicn
bunhs ot Pl Newvdds B oeonhd also see the hiphis ol
Ambweh and the Skerres Pishit When cohier ol s
sighted wonew Jightwe sere toormge the bell the correct
number of sterthes . nd vell ool what we conld sec
Phere were nenew lights on nin sude b N O
manon had to vy the Betl severnad thimes

Ushaadow T

When we had possed Amdaah one of the brndee
watch heepers vame donn and tobd s 1o moy gt thie
monkey sland. the open platforny above the wheel:
house as it was becoming tougher Up there the wind
secrmicd cven strenger, but there was o windsciocn 1o
We timehed one tiest hour here and swhen
watoh, wihach

Protedt us.

weowere rehieved were puat on Ustind by
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By the time we fad tinmhed our tour o the engine-

roomat was dinner-time, But Lofor one, Jdid not HOU NS

having any. ~o 1 rurned straght i

When Dowas uwahencd gt 1930 1he ship was runtime
Gulle srmoothiy, I guessed we had reached the Brso!
Channcl 1 was halfwa through o delicious tea when !
was caticd e hele brng o the fop as T was on Ustand
P owatohl The g wds not strcamed over the stern
bt alongside and o grapnel on 4 Beuving hine was used
Lo secury the rotalor end, whch v brought an deck
When we had inshied this |oaent and nad another teg
My oonis other watvheheeping duty after this was 1o take
cups of tea to e watch-heepers on the nrdpg
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