_ By the KING’S Order the name of
Leewtenant Granville Muvray BallL RNR,,
~HM.S. Shorchainy
was published in the London Gagette on

23 November, 1943, ,
as mentioned in a Despatch for distinguished service.
[ am charged to record
His Majesty’s high appreciation.
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RFORT OF PROCADINGS COIVOY M.W.S. .39M.K.5. 21,

FROM:  COMMANDING GPFICER, H.M.S. SHORHAM,
DATR: 15th August 1943, :

T0: COMMANDER--in.. CHIZR, LIWANT,
{Copies te:- £
Flag Officer Comwanding, Gibraltar,

R.A.L, , Alexandria,
Cammodore (D)J.

SHORTHAM sailed from Alexandria at 0B30C/3 as S.0.E.
of Canvoy M.W.S. 39/M.K.5. 2] camsisting of 3h ships.

Escort, 1l ships, was dissosed es folloms, TIURWHSH ~a”,
GAWLER "B, WHITSHAVEN "C", IPSWI(F® ®D", HYE "PF", LISMURE "L, MARTHBOROUGH
=T, HYTHE “P*, KINGSTON CORAL and M.L. 28€ astern. ROM(EY whe wag to join
fhe fullowing merning was allocated position Mo  Diagrem C.U.l. of A.C.1.
refers, all escorts decreasing distemces laid down by a 14" during the dark
hours and during the twilight hours fomming e cloge A/A screen arcund oconvey.

VR was late forming up and at nightfall only 27 ships were
in station shough others could be seen &pproaching, Kingsion Coral was
detached to escort any stragplers indspendently and at dariisht it waes
observed CALWAY Coast was mot in gompany and my (40705 wWas xads,

At 205CHC in Lat. 31 15N Long 28 &L E two R.D.F. conltacis were
cbteined ahead, These were investigated and no answer being re ed to the
shallenpe star shells were fired, revealing H.MLT. BRM escourt ne -
mt Vessel, They were successfully diverted clear of Convoy @

" 032039 civing his P.Co € 5o woe not roceived unio} fworh '

% - Wtz TRy 22
; At 0355¢/% in Lat, 332 ag 2745 R en Asdic contact wes.chtained ed
was attacked at m : AW1.FR both ohiained ooptacts at the

same time on different bearing

’ Convoy experienced
detécted by R.D.F. and Comodore
olear of the land. = = =

- Tkt

At 2257C in Lat,3202)F ‘Beng. 257 B a surfecs Kobo, siaidas i2 2
Submarine, was dstected ot a Rerze of 2,300%.  Alamm was givén by RIT -
and SHORSIAK went into atisck, simultaneously firing Star Shell which fzlled.
The gunfire brought sn immediste reply from Z iighcer Jo. 37 who had
previocusly not angwered challenge, She was right abeui o osrwuy and in
view of t.e 1ikelihosd of her silhouette being mistaken by Convay for that
af e S/% 1 ordered her to buyn navigation lighta until convey wes clear.

: H,M.8, LISMOKE was congming 167 of her fuel daily es coupared with
&3 for the remainder of her clase. | therefcore d=cided - g2nd hey 1n%o
Hengari in accordance with parsgraph B of your 023340c wien ibai sdoyim

of the canvey detached at (60GB oo the 6th, that she mizht #op up with fusl
anil 30 leave me with anAdsqoate scieen off Malls wher the Tour Fangor Glass
Sweepers were detached to refuel, LISWORS yejoined at 16153 m the 7¢h

and ook up position S es the ML, had been detached. THORHAK faok
Wiitim L g

Sicily section was detached in position 35 206 ¥ i3 20 %

M.K.S. 21 had been routed from position 281 te Z1X divact, this
took onmvoy acrous minefield 6.K-B. 6. T therefore ra-rovted thew informdng
C.onl, Med, in my 051802, Phis diver ion made us somewhat late «'-tmtacf_ing
ships from Malta bui R.D. ¥. om*.:mt 11> them was wade at 05k naaring G52
15 wiles and ships for Malfa proceeded at U95FH under escort of ©he four
Ranrora. (8. G, 3n Wil TNHAVES
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end 7 ships from Malte escorted by Three Hunts joined M.K.S. 2L which even with
the joiners were now only 11 ships. :

Weather detericuted badly on this day, 8th August, and as WHADDON
had to rendezvous north of Pantellaria at 2000 with G.T.X, 5 permission was
requested, and apnroved for Destroyers to part company at 14008/8. Conwv v was
proceeding at a sigpalled speed of 7 knots but some of the ships wers vuwling
heavy weather of it particularly JABE end VELUX whe were stragiling., At 16228
L.S.T. LU} damsged her boR doors and hove to te try to secure them.  JADE alse
hove tv, and fearing the consequences to L.S.T, 407 in the heavy seas then
running should she be unable to secure her doors T detached LTSMURE tc -iend by
her, At 20UUB a signal was received from LISMORE saying the three sibips had
got under way again at 1845 end as convoy had been proceeding so slowly 3t was
hoped to see them again at daylight, Weather continued boisterauz throughout
the night and it was probably owing to this that the R.D.F. operators failed
to pick up a cantast aheed at the usval range, for at HZR/Y in posiiimm 36
57 N 12® (0 E a contect was reported bearing 315 degreea 9,800%.  iu.l_spead wan
wng(iL knots) and the al::m given and comtact investigated, A [,
1 sighted a large Merchant Vessel ahead, then another and simuitancc {y had a
report from the R,D.T. that it was another canvay, | imaediately cijmolled
¥.K.3. 21 to switech en nevigatian lighta, illiminated converging conv v with
ay searcnlipht and they too switched on lirhts, and carried cut an emcrpen’y
turn to port, At 0050 e signal was received fxom the Commodore that Mookl
"CiTY U DURBAN" hod been in collision with an unknowr ship end had stoppeds
I detached MARYBOROUGY at 0055 to stand by ithe disebled ship but ai 7IOUB
ghe reported she had scavched the area with R.D.F. and had been o'z to
find her and was ordered to rejoin, At doyliphit "CITY OF DURBANT v-a peen
to be in comany and reporied having only alight dsmage - rer coliso .o with
the S.3. LUCKEIA MUIT of ihe. olher-Coaies bl st Lesaruec that s Hiher
ahip bed demaged one plate above the water line, ;

There was no sign of LISMORE end the two stragglers at daylight on
che 2th tnt at 0458 & signal was received from LISMORE stating he bad Lost
contact duxing the night znd wag looking for here She was ordered %o give
‘hem the route Lo Bizerts and rejoin. At 1030 the four Bangors were gipghied
sejoining after fuelling et Malta and the ,ixepglor JABE was cowing up astein,
m detaching CAWLI and IPSWICKE to Bigerta to vefvel at 12178 I seut in a sigoni
time of origin 093i2 to N.0. [.C. Bizerte. report¥g dawage to L.3.T. 47 and
rircraft were detailed to seaxch the arer Dbuet at 18LUB « sifnal we: received
from YYE covering the rear of the comvuy in the swept chsnnel, Lo say ihe
cipsing L.5.T, was 7 miles astern of her and wmy previous signal was cancelled.

Bizerta ships detached and joined at 1830UB on the 9th and as ROMNEY
"ad a defective circvlating engine she anchored in Bizerta Roads to effect repaiws.

Ry daylight on the 1l0th all escoris were back in company wod BONE
ships detached and joined at O80UB and Phillipvilie ships at 1400 B, Of the
latter two were unable to maintain convoy speed and LISMORE was detached io
ascort them to Algiers and rejoin, Convey now 15 ships, arrived at . .igiers ai
15008 on the 1llth and joinews and leavers gave o tofal of 22 ghips which anchored
off Uran at 1800B on the 12th, Convoy, now 30 ships; lefi CUran for Gibraltar
at O8GUE on Friday 13th,

At 20508 Friday (3%h when on a mean course of 280 speed »of advance 8 kaots
Let 36 13 R 02 20 W3 37 eircroft weve sipgnted on the Northerm horizio €1ying an a
parallel course distsnt aboul 15 miles, The aircraf’ were just vis ble in fach
at first the 0.G.W, thought they were the roofs of hovses ovn the Spandsh Cosst, but
0 tlme was lost in lolsting the black fMlag, s warning shol was liredin @he direction
i the ailreref i, air raid werning red passed to Commodore Dy ' and a Heip message
tremsmitted. Unfortunately the BR/T set wes tenporarily out of action.

The aircraft turned in in line abreast, when on a bearing of 290 flyiry &t
2 height of about kO Feel weaving in and out and SHORMIAM opened barrage iie when
they were ot an entimmied range of 6,000% and the formption brok> vp and attecksd
the convoy from ahead and boih bowse It is possible thai the aize 0 the mioe sweepers
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who {orued ihe remainder o the escort deluded them into thinking
SHORTAAY was a largexr ship than is the case, for three aircrai’t

carried cut torpede attacks on SHORFHAM bui as they dropped tueir
torpedoes at a renge of between 2,000 and 3,000 yards avoiding riim
was successful, Clouse range fire was held, both by escorts and oonvoy
until the aircraf't were very near and the volume of fire that suddenly
broke out must hsve cape as a most unpleasant surprise. (f the

first wave, Heinkel 11t s, 1 mrsonal‘y sew four shot down, one on 205%,
one at 2058, one at 2103 and cne 2t 2118 one of these disintvryg. 24

in mid air over the convoys The #Hzinkels appeaxed to carry two “wrpedoes
each, sore at least were seen to drop iwp, and alsoc svall borba which
they released as ihey flew down through the comvoy lines, Ther cleo
operned fire with machine guns but as far as SHORVHAM i3 conwerned this
fell shorte

Two ships in the convoy 8.5, RPIRE HAVEN snd #.W., DETIVCRVE
were hit in this attack, 1 ordered the four rear escoria to cove: ihe
rear of the convuy in anticipation of a second attack from the ea-t
as a Junkers 88 was now above the convoy at about 12000feet. This
atteck developed at 2135 and wes carried out by J,U. 88s with saw
Heinkels (about 8 JU 883) and was even less successful than the firat

two being brought down several being hit and no ships damaged.

A1l wes quiet by 2140 and 1 dstached HyY: %,and RYE to gtand by
the damaged ship which due to excellent work on the part of the sweepare
both arrived at their destinatiocn 12 hours af'ter the convoy.

H,}.5. SPDY. who formed part of the canvoy requested pivnissian
to reinforce the screen. This was gpatei‘ully accepted until she hal
to pari company at 07308/1h, ‘j’_‘ e BT

7 planes were brought domm for sertain during 'bhe at i:ackt.
5 in the first wave, and two in the second and as S.S., J.C. BLANE
ricked up survivors fyom ancther at 2200 and as zircrai't saw the
survivors of anot:.ey the following moming tl‘q at least, of the demaged
pleneg failed to retum,

It is difficult in such welee to access claims of indivicual
ships to airerafts All the escoris scored hits wilh close range weapons
and nea:- misges witl H,E. but the greatest wolume of cloge range fire
2awe from the convoy. it was magnificent.

In STGRITIAM the conduet of the following specially deserves
nention., Lieutensnt (.M. Ball, R.N.R.,
Chief Pebty Officer W.D. Benmet, J/CX 137954
1.G» Brend, 2.B. C/SSX 271,92
P, Helln:, A B. D/SSX 24601
P.G. Trott, A.B. B/JX %25539.

fpoxrt from the damage to the ships torpedoed casuwsliies were
sulfered from machine pun fire as follomas:-

Hn}({ {)5 GAWLM;{J-)’ SQS‘ m mm (3) bcl). mﬂ:&* (5)?
5.5, PORT AQA (1), S.5. WILLLAM GERIARD (1)

It is subiitield that the attack though boldly prxsesed bore was
bedly tiwed end execuieds and the lighi favoured the escorts ad ~onw .y,
Bren i the Junkers 88a that were in the sccond wave were it addition
to the 37 in the first wave giving a total of about 45, 9 pranes Jown for na
ships sunk wakes it a very unprofitably attack from their poini of view



SXTRACT OF THE GERMAN NEWS IN EHGLISH.

TAVY HES.

Conyvoy Battle.

£ Squadron of German torpedo planes under the comsand of
da jor r Loeuver in the evening hours of ‘ug.13th. directed a surprise
Avtack Kast of Aibraltar against a large convoy entering the
~editerranean.

In daring =tt.cks the Geruan planes scored hits with thelr aerial
torredoes on 32 shins. Two destroycrs, and 4 large fully lsden vessels,
including a tanker, ,went down immediately, while 8 furth.r vessels
remained lying motionless, burning sand listing heavilg. Jue to darkness
falling and s%rong A.A. defences %he result o? the other tornedo hits
conld not at once be ascertained. Continuous reconnaissance,hoyever,
coniirued that at least 170.000 G.R.T. of the convoy h:ave been sunk or
devastatingly hit. Seven German planes failed to return.

The following details are now available concerning the convoy
¢:~ The battle bepa n on august, 13th. at 20.00hrs. when the convoy
10 sea miles sast of Gibralter in the neighbournood of /Alboran.
before dusk tne convoy consisting of 70 ships was attacked. as in
case with all enewy convoys this one was also protected by nuuerous
destroyvers and corvettes. The attucking Gerwan torpedo planes were uet
#ith hoavy defensive fire frow all the war-ships and the arued
HATC AN TineNn..

Al to saue ¢ine the corvettes tried to lay & swoke screen round
the convoy but iu sprie of the heavy ... barrage of the destroyers in
particular, our mach._nes were able drop taeir torpedoes frow very .
close range. In low level attacks they continuously Crokethrouvph the
A.n. barrages and selected large werchantuen and a tanker as targets.

All the2 ships of the Anglo-American convoy wcre fully laden and
bad the Sicilian theatre of war as their destination., Our squadrens
vent in to the attack with incomarsnle courage. A great strain vas put
on cvery crew because the comvoy could only be reached after a flight
of many ncars. After the avtack whaca was carried out in several waves,
the cea was covered with wrecks of burning ships; thick black clouds of
smoke lay over the burning tanker and everywhere nuucrous life~boats
were Lo be seen. 4 number of the ships which had been hit sank after
beavy explosions and large patches of 0il covered the water,

Ay this attack by German tornedo planes on August,i3th. the eEnemy
has snffered very heavy losses in s1ipping space, and sunplies for the
3icilian front have suffered. Only a few days apo the fol owing sinkings
b the Germen Luftwaffe were revorted against mediteranean targets )
sincetthe beginning of the Sicilian bat%le. In four veeks of bitter fMghiing
during the period July,10th. to August,10th. 1943 wore than 325 traasport:
totalling more than i,é million G.R.T."s were hit by hombs and aerial
ornadoed. . n this connection the sinkings of 33 freighters totalling
24,700 G027, and nowerous nedium and swall shins has been definitely
scertained. Iin addition 98 merchant ships totdlling 273,750 3. 4.7
#ere so seversly damaged that their destruction can be considered as
aertain.

‘Taose cisnificant
waich is difficult ¢ i _
mncressed on fugust,l3th. by the successful attuck of Lhe LOI'DEUo planes
wder tae coawand of Zajor klueuwner.

-

at t)
1

sinkings which cost the Anglo awerican tonnage
O_replace and also irreplaceable war material, -
: :
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